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A BIG Thank you to our 
wonderful designers! 
 
Kristy Street 
Neal Charles 
Kim Gilbertson  
 
Without their help this 
project would not be 
happening! 
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Thank you! 
 

Charles Mabry, PARD 
Council Member Pool  
Michael Gaudini 
Janae Ryan, NPP 
Ladye Anne Wofford, Bill Stout, & John Rooney, APF 
Four Seasons Community School 
Erik Harris, MNA  
Bethany Metzger, Johanna Hedges, Dean Woodley, John 
Marostica, Carolyn Scherrer, Kiran Mohanraj, & so many more 
in the neighborhood! 
Milwood Baptist Church 
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Thank you to  
our donors! 

We had over 300 residents donate to our 
park which gave us the prove we needed 

that our park is loved and needed  
some attention!! 
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Please note that the following are 
Concept Plans therefore while we 

hope to decide on a specific location 
all the other elements (ie playground 
equipment, layout, etc) are subject to 

change as the final design is 
determined.  
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Outcome from  
Balcones Park Community Input Survey 
Friday, January 13, 2017 

Date Created: Thursday, August 18, 2016 

448 Total Responses 

Complete Responses: 372 
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Q4: In the last year, which of the following activities did you engage in at Balcones Park? 
(Please check ALL that apply.) 

Answered: 422     
Skipped: 26 

Answered: 429   
  Skipped: 19 

Q5: What amenities would bring you to Balcones Park more often? (Please select your top six choices.) 

playground 

creek 

Signage, mark distances, improve quality 

locations (such as benches, picnic tables, etc.) 
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Q6: What other improvements would you like to see at the pool?  
(Check ALL that apply.) 

Answered: 396    Skipped: 52 
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Q9: Please rank your playground location preference, with 1 being the highest.  
(The pavilion will be installed in the same proximity.) 

Answered: 379    Skipped: 69 

Landscapers Designers decide 
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Q10: Please RANK the playground  
themes with 1 being your first preference. 
Answered: 374    Skipped: 74 

Landscapers Designers decide 
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Q13: Which amenities do you feel are most important to have for the Playground:  
(RANK with 1 being your highest priority) 

Answered: 352    Skipped: 96 

users 

caregivers 

Picnic tables 

Bathrooms 

Gatherings 

Parking Lot 

Some way (ie hedges, fence) 



Powered by 

The Vision for  
Balcones District Park 
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VISION 
Balcones District Park is an uncommonly beautiful but underutilized 
green space here in the heart of North Austin. Our vision is to create 
a beloved park that is embraced by the surrounding neighborhoods. 
An oasis that improves the quality of life and that will offer enriching 
and captivating experiences that draw people together and 
strengthen our community. 
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Park 
Theme 
Idea: 
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The 2 Potential  
Location Schemes 
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Potential  
Playground Equipment for 

either Location 
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Potential Pavilions and other park amenities  
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Budget and Timeline 
for Playground 
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Budget through City Funds & Grants 
 
$150,000 = NPP Grant (for pavilion and pool shade) 
 $50,000 = APF Grant (for pavilion and pool shade) 
$300,000 = PARD Funds committed to the park as a result need based on age & size 
___________________________________________________________________  
$500,000 = TOTAL **Funds will provide Pool Shade, Pavilion and Playground 
 
 -$26,400 = Pool Shade Costs (equipment, concrete, labor & 6 picnic tables) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
$473,600 = TOTAL remaining to be spent on Pavilion and Playground 
$450,000 
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Estimated Timeline for Project 
Feb 11 – Feb 25 (2 weeks) 
 Gather Feedback through Meetings, Library Survey, and hopefully Online Survey 
 

Feb 25 – March 16 (2 weeks) 
 Compile & Consider Feedback 
 A Final Redesign based on Feedback presented to PARD 
 

March 17 –  April 30 (6 weeks) 
 Procure Surveyor & Survey Project Area 
 
May 1 – Aug 1 (12 weeks) 
 Permitting 
 Purchase equipment for playground and pavilion 
 

Aug 1 – Sept 1 (4 weeks) 
 Contractor Procurement (4 weeks if able to use Master Agreement, 12 weeks if not) 
 

Sept 1 – March/June 2018 (6-9 months) 
 Construction 
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Side by Side Review of 
Location Schemes 
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Suggested Feedback for 
Future Park Development  

Please note if these were to occur they would require the park to go through 
the Master Planning Process and acquire additional funds. Therefore these 
are to be treated as an exercise created by the landscape designers to make 
sure that placeholders are given to item that the community inputted heavily 
upon in the first survey.   
 
The Consistent Goal that was strived for in both Schemes was to strengthen 
connections between the different areas of the park. 
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Would require going 
through the Master 
Planning Process which 
takes 1 to 2 years and costs 
approx. $250,000 
 
Would then also require 
additional funds to achieve 
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Would require going 
through the Master 
Planning Process which 
takes 1 to 2 years and costs 
approx. $250,000+ 
 
Would then also require 
additional funds to achieve 
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Long Term Suggested Park Vision: 
Our "Future Park" Concept Schemes are illustrative of feedback that the designers received from the previous two community meetings 
held in 2016 and the follow up online survey. These boards represent potential future design only. A master planning process would be 
required to develop a formal long-term vision for the park and will need to be done by Austin Parks & Rec Dept (PARD) with future funding. 
 
The designers feel that the existing park has beautiful bones. As such, we chose to base our design on the expansion and capitalization of 
existing park features. Both concepts are very similar; differences vary slightly and are directly related to the future location of the 
playground/pavilion project.  
 
For both concepts it is the designers intent to increase the number of areas where park visitors can sit on a bench in the shade and relax, 
eat their lunch, read a book, or listen to the sounds of nature and children enjoying their time in the park. As such, increased numbers of 
benches and picnic tables are a priority.  
 
We chose to embrace the existing plant language by keeping and even expanding the wildflower garden. In both concepts, we have 
continued the wildflower garden so that it wraps around the corner of Duval/Amherst and extends up the the park's formal entrance on 
Amherst. Concepts 1 and 2 also include large swaths dedicated to native plantings. This could be as simple as mass plantings of native 
grasses or more involved, formal planting beds that are populated by native Central Texas vegetation.  
 
We suggest enhancing the park's main entrance off Amherst. This can include improved signage and even a landing pad that serves as an 
entrance node, as well as a connecting point for those wishing to access the park's trail system. To enhance safety, we propose a Pedestrian 
Hybrid Beacon, so that when park visitors wish to cross Amherst into the park they have the ability to stop traffic and arrive safely. An 
entrance node has also been added at the corner of Duval Road and Amherst to strengthen the park's presence in the community by again 
creating a formalized entrance that also connects to the park's trail system.  
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Long Term Suggested Park Vision (cont): 
One of the biggest features of our future concepts is the strengthening of the path system within the park. Currently, the park is a series 
of informal paths that are frequently not accessible for many park visitors and that "fizzle out" into dead ends. Our design includes 
creating more of a "looped" system so that those who wish to use the park for walking exercise have legitimate paths where distance 
can be measured. As such, we have created a primary path that connects from the trail head  of the Northern Walnut Creek Trail and 
crosses diagonally through the park to Duval Road. Off of this primary path are numerous secondary paths that allow park visitors to be 
more directed in the their movement through the park. By walking parts of the primary path and parts of the secondary path, park 
visitors can ultimately connect a single loop around the park. Other improved pathing allows people to be able to safely, conveniently, 
and accessibly arrive at the meadow, which brings this underutilized space back into the park fold and strengthens the broader park 
connectivity.  
 
In both concepts within the pool's proximity, we have dedicated space for a potential water feature. This can be anything from water 
fountains where park visitors can refill their water bottles to a splash pad for the children but will ultimately be up to the discretion of 
PARD.  
 
Rain gardens have been strategically placed along the secondary path that travels along the existing thicket behind the pool area. As 
this stretch is a low-point in the park and, consequently, informal drainage for running water, we are suggesting gardens that 
purposefully capture the run off. This not only helps mitigate an existing erosion and water flow problem during wet weather, it can also 
be an educational piece with signage that explains the "green" technology at work in the park.  
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Long Term Suggested Park Vision (cont): 
 
The ability to use the park for exercise is important for many residents. As such, we have added workout equipment in both concepts. 
In Concept 1, there is a secondary path that includes a fitness circuit. As one traverses the path, they will be able to stop at each 
workout station to complete the physical task. These stations will be placed periodically along the path. In Concept 2, we have placed 
all work out equipment in the existing playground area. We have observed yoga and other work out groups gathering at this end of the 
park, so we have chosen to create a central workout area. The existing playground pad could be re-purposed so that all work out 
stations would be centrally located.  
 
In both concepts, we have designed a central space within proximity to the pool. It will be space where people can gather or orient 
themselves within the park. We envision this space to be more formally designed and planted with native Central Texas vegetation. This 
area can potentially serve as the heart of the park, as well as a connecting piece between the northern and southern sides of the park. 
Currently, the park does not have any formal "place" that grounds the park and speaks to its overall unity.  
 
When entering the park from the southern Duval Road path, park visitors will come upon an open turfed area. In both concepts, it is 
our intent to leave a large space that invites many different uses. Throughout the year, it may be a space for a pick up game of soccer or 
flag football. Or during the community's annual 4th of July event, it may be the area that picnickers spread out their blankets and enjoy 
their lunch. Additionally, it is a large, open space where the community might host art events or movies in the park throughout the 
year. 
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Other Park News & Events 
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It’s My Park Day! Sat. March 4th 

Sign Up TODAY and  

Grab your spot early to get a free shirt and swag! 
Make sure you register with our group at Balcones District Park! 
We have some big projects planned and we could use your help! 

 
Sign up at www.milwoodna.com or www.balconespark.org 

http://www.milwoodna.com/�
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Creekside Trail Repairs Grant 

We submitted a NPP Grant Application 
requesting $100,000 - $150,000 to get key trail 
repairs done along the Creekside Trail in 
Balcones Park! 
 
We should hear if we were accepted by the 
end of March or early April! 
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